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An Analysis of the “Construction of an Autonomous
Knowledge System for Chinese Pedagogy”

LIU Qingchang
(School of Education Science, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China)

Abstract : By taking the “construction of an autonomous knowledge system for Chinese pedagogy” as a whole of
meaning, four elements can be obtained through theoretical analysis. They are “Chinese pedagogy” , “autonomy”,
“pedagogical knowledge system” and “construction”. If the synthesization can be made on the basis of elucidating
the connotation of each element, a thorough and comprehensive understanding of the whole of this meaning will be
gained. First of all, it is essential to note that “Chinese pedagogy” should not be a foreign pedagogy “in China”,
nor should it simply be a study of “Chinese education”. Tis essence lies in a “Sinicized” pedagogy. Furthermore,
“Chinese pedagogy” should be embedded with Chinese values and Chinese thinking, maintaining a stance dedica-
ted to serving Chinese educational practice. Secondly, it is important to understand that the “pedagogical knowledge
system” has its own distinct character. In short, while pedagogy contains knowledge, its substantive content is not
merely knowledge. Thus, the “pedagogical knowledge system” should be a system of thought about education and
in the service of education. As for “autonomy” and “construction” , although they belong to the issues beyond the
discipline, in the construction of a pedagogical knowledge system, they need to be concretely understood in light of
the history and reality of the discipline.
Keywords ; Chinese pedagogy; autonomy; pedagogical knowledge system; construction
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