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An Analysis of Giroux’s View on
Citizen Education

QT Dongfang, GUO Xing

(School of Educational Science , Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China )

Abstract: As an American critical educator imbued with a critical spirit and democrat-
ic ideals, Henry Giroux astutely identifies the challenges facing American civic education,
including the erosion of its ideals and the concealment of its political nature. These chal-
lenges hinder the cultivation of cit-izens essential to a democratic society. To address this,
Giroux develops his perspective on civic education through three key dimensions : rationali-
ty, care, and virtue. He emphasizes fostering crit—ical thinking to cultivate civic rationality ,
advancing civic care grounded in radical humanism, and practicing civic virtues through
the courage of citizens. Giroux seeks to realize his ideal vision of civic education by leverag-
ing the theoretical power of critical pedagogy, reestablishing schools as public spheres, and
encouraging educators Lo serve as transformative intellectuals. Giroux's per—spective on civ-
ic education emerges from a critique of both conservative and radical civic education theo-
ries. By advancing the theoretical framework of civic education and deepening its research,
Giroux offers valuable insights into the development of civic education in the context of glo-
baliza—tion. His work contributes to cultivating citizens capable of driving social progress
and promote the development of society.

Key Words: Henry Giroux; civic education; view on civic education; critical pedago-

gy ; global citizen
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