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The Purpose and Operational Principles of Aesthetic Education
LIU Qingchang
(School of Educational Science, Shanxi University, Taiyuan, Shanxi 030006, China)

Abstract: Since Schiller put forward the concept of aesthetic education, it has gradually become an important part of education for
all-round development. However, both in theory and in practice, it is not a concept that has been thoroughly clarified. People often con-
fuse it with art education without realizing that aesthetic education is closely related to the ideal state of human existence. Starting from
the state of human existence, it can be found that aesthetic education aims to lead the human mind into an aesthetic state. This state has
the characteristics of freedom and integrity, serving as the foundation for the occurrence of all positive possibilities and also the best state
for both education and being educated. The ideals of intellectual education and moral education can be realized in this state in the most
profound way. Based on the particularity of aesthetic education, the implementation of aesthetic education in schools must follow two pre-
requisite principles: first, aesthetic education should unconditionally become an essential awareness for all educators; second, aesthetic
education should conditionally become a specialized activity in school education.

Key words: aesthetic education; aesthetic mental state; aesthetic state; education for all-round development
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