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Cognitive Enigma with its Clarification of “Big Idea”

XIANG Jifa, WANG Xingyan

(School of Education Science, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China)

Abstract; The concept of “Big Idea” has shown a strong pragmatic color since its forma-
tion, emphasizing the pursuit of functional value in the field of practice. This trait has led to a
kind of inertia that is used without scrutinizing the authenticity of its concepts. Scholars at
home and abroad have an understanding as opposed to subjective-objective dualist view of *Big
Idea’. Although the various definitions thus formed are numerous, it is rare to see a clear and
unambiguous definition of the concept of ‘Big Idea’. The confusion of concepts will naturally
lead to complicated discussions, and the complicated arguments will lead to hesitation in prac-
tice. Fundamentally, the ‘Big Idea’ is the result of people’s comprehensive understanding of
the meaningful relationships and connections between different facts, knowledge or concepts in
a discipline, and it is a concept with strong explanatory power and can point to people’s vast
life world. In a theoretical way, we can define ‘Big Idea’ as cognitional structure and meaning
system in the reasoning process.

Key words: Big Idea; reasoning process; cognitional structure; meaning system; discipli-

nary idea; Curriculum and Teaching
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