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Phenomenology and Pedagogical Research: Discussion on Methodology

XU Bingou', WANG Xiangyun®
(1. School of Education Science, Shanxi University , Taiyuan 030006, China;
2. Research Centre for Rural Education, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract ; Based on an intrinsic regulative principle of holistic orientation, phenomenology is not only a philosophi-
cal concept for understanding the essence of things, but also a method for reflecting on practical experience. Phe-
nomenology clarifies the identity of phenomena and essence with the fundamental spirit of “facing things them-
selves” , and starting from the phenomenon of education itself is the fundamental way in which phenomenological
methods are integrated into pedagogical research. The special significance of phenomenological methods for peda-
gogical research is mainly reflected in three aspects: clarifying educational intentions, returning to the world of edu-
cational life and reconstructing the wisdom of educational practice. Under the condition of clarifying the scope of
application, a methodological reflection on the application of phenomenological methods in pedagogical research is
mainly manifested as deepening humanistic significance, breaking through principle thinking and expanding practi-
cal value. However, in the process of applying these methods, there remain challenges such as difficulties in imple-
mentation, immaturity, and a lack of localization.

Keywords : pedagogical research; phenomenology; methodology
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